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Issue No. 3

Sgt. Patrick Chambers, 2nd HBCT, 1st Inf. Div., and a native of Denton, Texas, has

changed jobs: from vehicle maintenance to brigade leadership protection.

Dagger mechanic makes mid-tour move

By SGT Brian Tierce
2nd HBCT PAO, 1st INF. DIV., MND-B
BAGHDAD - Since the 2nd
Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 1st
Infantry Division, Multi-National
Division—-Baghdad, assumed control
of its operational area in November
2008, Soldiers of the Dagger Brigade
have performed a multitude of mis-
sions to secure the citizens of Bagh-
dad and improve the quality of life
for its citizens.

For Sgt. Patrick Chambers, 2nd
HBCT, 1st Inf. Div., a recent change
in jobs took him from vehicle main-
tenance to brigade leadership protec-
tion.

Chambers, a native of Denton,
Texas, recently volunteered to serve
as a member of the Dagger Brigade’s
Personal Security Detachment. It was

a dramatic change from working in
the motor pool, but for Chambers it
was a switch he ready to make.

“Being in the motor pool is the
same thing every day,” Chambers
said. “Once you fix something, you
have more things rolling in; 1 just
wanted a change. | wanted to try
something new.”

The PSD was in need of a non-
commissioned officer to perform the
role of team leader. Leaders also
identified other PSDs in the brigade
had the advantage of internal mainte-
nance support.

— MORE —

Fort Riley:
Proud Home of the
Big Red One



Staff Sgt. Emilior Granados and his Family cut the ribbon at the new Post
Exchange Feb 13 at Camp Forsyth. Joining the Granados Family are
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Edward Bouley, AAFES senior vice president; Maj. Gen. Keith Thurgood,
AAFES commander; Col. Ricky Gibbs, 1st Inf. Div. chief of staff; Stan
Young, AAFES general manager at Fort Riley; and Col. Richard Piscal,

Fort Riley garrison commander.

New Post Exchange opens with flair

By Paula Nardella
1st Infantry Division Post Staff Writer

With the snip of over-sized
scissors, the new Post Exchange
officially opened for business at
9:24 am. Feb. 13.

The ceremony began with the
playing of the national anthem by
members of the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion Band and an invocation by
Chap. (Col.) Gary Norris.

“There’s just so many great
things about the new PX,” said
Col. Ricky Gibbs, 1st Inf. Div.
chief of staff during his opening
day remarks, “l don't have time
to talk about them all,”

“Thank you to all of those
who are customers,” said Maj.
Gen. Keith Thurgood, com-
mander of the Army and Air
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Force Exchange Service.

In honor of the Year of the
Noncommissioned Officer, Staff
Sgt. Emilio Granados and his
Family cut the ribbon to the new
store along with Thurgood;
Gibbs; Stan Young, AAFES gen-
eral manager on post; and Ed-
ward Bouley, AAFES senior vice
president.

To celebrate the opening,
many stores and organizations
were giving away free merchan-
dise. Among other giveaways,
Stylique Salon and Spa gave away
a gift basket valued at $250, and
Petals and Blooms gave away two
bunches of a dozen long-
stemmed roses.

— MORE —



Mission Support Element geared to
step in when the Division deploys

By Bill Armstrong
1st Infantry Division Post Staff Writer

A recent Army-wide restructur-
ing of Forces Command units has
led to the formation of the Fort Ri-
ley Mission Support Element.

The MSE, based in Building 580
with 1st Infantry Division Head-
quarters, supports the Fort Riley
senior commander with his Title 10
and administrative control responsi-
bilities and performs some division
staff tasks when the commanding
general and division staff deploy.

The MSE provides seamless and
continuous administrative and Title
10 support to the post’s senior com-
mander, Brig. Gen. Perry Wiggins,
who also is commanding general of
1st Inf. Div. and Fort Riley.

Administrative control and Title

10 support includes management of
resources, equipment, personnel
management, logistics, mobilization
and demobilization, and unit readi-
ness reporting.

In a synchronized movement,
the MSE becomes a third column of
Fort Riley’s organizational structure.
The MSE works closely with both
division and garrison staffs to ensure
staff support is provided to non-
deployed units and post operations
continue when the division head-
quarters goes to war.

“If we're doing those Title 10
and ADCON tasks now, then it's
easier to transition when the division
staff deploys,” said Ollie Hunter,
MSE director.

— MORE —

*All numbers are approximate Dec. 2008 | Jan. 2009 | Feb. 2009
1st Infantry Division military personnel 15,150 15,000 15,477
assigned to Fort Riley, KS (not including

Military Transition Team personnel)

Active Duty Soldiers Deployed Overseas 4,000 3,900 4,123
(Not including deployed Military Transition

Teams)

1st Infantry Division military personnel 50 50 56
assigned to the Nebraska location

Military Transition Team Members assigned 470 700 872
to Fort Riley

Total Military Transition Team Members 5,600 4,900 4,001
deployed

Activated Reservists working on Fort Riley 270 200 211




MARCH 1-31

— Custer Hill Golf
Course Membership
Drive, 10 percent off all
annual dugs. Call 784-
6000 for details

MARCH 9-13
— Annual Severe
Weather Alert Week

MARCH 10

— 1st ID/Fort Riley
National Prayer Lunch-
eon, 11:30 a.m. at the
Junction City Marriott

MARCH 13

— St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, featuring the
Commanding General’s
Mounted Color Guard
Parade Team, Chapman,
KS, 4 p.m.

MARCH 10-APRIL 6
— Community Relations
is excepting entry forms for
the May 16th Scout Riley
event. Call 239-2022 for
more information.

MARCH 14

— St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, featuring the
Commanding General’s
Mounted Color Guard
Parade Team, Aggieville

District in Manhattan,
KS, 9:30 a.m.

MARCH 17

— The Garrison Em-
ployee of the Month will
be named at 7:45 a.m. at
Building 500.

— Happy St. Patrick’s
Day. Celebrate at the
BOSS Bowling Party, 6-
9 p.m., at the Custer Hill
Bowling Center.

MARCH 18

— Women’s History
Observance, 11:45 a.m.
to 1 p.m., at the Riley
Conference Center.

MARCH 19-20
— Training Holiday

MARCH 25

— The March retirement
ceremony will be held at 9
a.m. March 25 at King
Field House.

MARCH 26

— Junction City/Geary

County Military Affairs

Council Breakfast, 7:30

a.m., Geary County Con-
vention Center, Courtyard
by the Marriott, Junction

City

MARCH 27
— BOSS Talent Show,
8-10 p.m., Rally Point.

APRIL 1

— Manhattan Military
Relations Council Lunch-
eon. 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the Riley Conference
Center. Manhattan
Mayor Mark Hatesohl to
speak.

APRIL 5

— McCain Performance
Series. Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln Center.
7:30 p.m. 211 McCain
Auditorium, Manhattan,
Kansas. For more infor-
mation please call (785)
532-6428

APRIL 10

— Comedy Night at the
Opera House. C. L.
Hoover Opera House in
Junction City. 135 W.
7th St., Junction City KS.
For more information,
please call (785) 238-
3103.

NOTE: Ceremony times
are tentative . Check the
ceremonies link for current
information.
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